Take away some of the blood from the veins and the balance is restored?the pulse becomes "freer," as the technical phrase is, that is to say, the heart being relieved of the undue crowd in the right side, is not arrested in its contraction, but is able to close upon its contents, and supply them steadily to the arteries.
No means is so readily applied, so immediate in its operation, as bloodletting. Its action has not to be waited for, like that of drugs in medicinal doses, but begins at the moment of application. That is a great point where time is so valuable. I believe also that it is the most powerfully effectual of the agents at our disposal, and that, rightly used, it is the saving of many a life in pneumonia. The beneficial action of bloodletting in pneumonia is mechanical. It is more a question of hydrostatics than of physiology. The pathology of pneumonia is as follows: By the temporary death of a portion of the lungs, the blood cannot be quickly enough passed onwards through their tissue; it can run freel}r as far as the right side of the heart, but there it is stopped ; the throng pressing onwards from behind makes matters worse, and thus the balance between the venous and arterial heart is destroyed. You can feel the apex of the organ beating strongly against the ribs, the muscular action being excited by the presence of an unusual amount of venous blood ; yet the artery at the wrist is at same time striking your linger with an imperfect, weakened force. Take away some of the blood from the veins and the balance is restored?the pulse becomes "freer," as the technical phrase is, that is to say, the heart being relieved of the undue crowd in the right side, is not arrested in its contraction, but is able to close upon its contents, and supply them steadily to the arteries.
The advantage of general and local bloodletting is of identically the same nature, though they differ somewhat in degree, and are diversely applicable. When the patient was, previous to his current illness, in vigorous health, actively digesting his food, and actively renewing his tissues, he will bear, and easily repair, the detraction of a good large quantity of blood; and a good large quantity of blood is most easily drawn from the arm. To get, therefore, the fi*ll advantage of the remedy, and be on the sflfe side, you should practise venesection. But if the pneumonia has come on a person previously an invalid, or in weak health, you 
